- Saskatchewan Organic Directorate
S‘ n’f’ D Organic Agriculture Protection Fund

£ALKE AT HEWAR Box 130 Canwood, SK S0J 0KO CANADA
Phone: 306-468-2218 Fax: 306-468-2346
DIRECTORATE email: lester.wyatt(@saskorganic.com
website: www.saskorganic.com
‘To Champion The Development of Organic ‘To preserve and protect certified organic
Agriculture In A Democratic Manner’ * Food For Life * food and fibre production’

Media Advisory
September 9, 2004
Saskatoon, Sask. CANADA

Organic Legal Action Class Certification Hearing Delayed

The SOD OAPF would like to notify members of the media that Monsanto and Bayer requested and were granted an
adjournment of the Class Certification Hearing for the legal action Hoffman et al. v Monsanto and Bayer, which was to have
been held on September 14 and 15, 2004.

The new hearing dates are now November 1 and 2, 2004 if Bayer's lawyer is available, or December 9 and 10 otherwise.
The purpose of the adjournment is to allow Monsanto and Bayer time to file additional material to respond to claims that
they are legally responsible for volunteer GM canola and for dismantling the Identity Preservation Program (“IPP”). The IPP
was implemented by Monsanto and Bayer to coincide with the commercialization of their GM canola lines. It was designed
to prevent the contamination of grain destined for export markets. The IPP was dismantled in 1997 after Japan approved
the importation of GM canola even though the European Union had not.

Counsel for the organic farmers opposed the adjournment.
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For more information please contact:
Arnold Taylor, Chair, OAPF Committee, phone: (306) 252-2783 or (306) 241-6125
Marc Loiselle, Research Director, OAPF Committee, phone (306) 258-2192 or (306) 227-5825
For details of the class action suit, please see http://www.saskorganic.com




