Environment groups lose bid for status at farmers' appeal
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REGINA (SNN) -- A Saskatchewan Court of Appeal judge has denied intervenor status to two environmental groups that had asked to be included in a court battle over genetically modified canola.

A lawyer for the Saskatchewan Environmental Society and Friends of the Earth Canada appeared in court Wednesday to ask Justice Stuart Cameron to allow them to intervene in an appeal by two organic farmers.

Those farmers are appealing a Court of Queen's Bench decision that denied them class-action status in a case that pits them against multinational companies Monsanto and Bayer CropScience.

The farmers claim they and others like them suffered losses due to contamination of organic fields and crops by the introduction of genetically modified canola. The appeal asking for class-action status is set to be heard in December.

The two environmental groups attempted to wade into that appeal, claiming the case is a matter of public interest and has environmental implications.

But Cameron ruled the appeal is not based so much on the subject matter of the actual lawsuit -- that is, the potential environmental issues -- but rather on the requirements of The Class Actions Act.
"The subject matter (of) the action is incidental to the appeal, which is primarily concerned with the act and its requirements, including the proper approach to its application," Cameron wrote in his decision, handed down Thursday.

Cameron said he was concerned the focus of the appeal "is apt to shift" should intervenor status be granted. He said the concerns of the environmental groups are already represented by another group in the case.
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